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instances descent of the posterior wall of that canal may also result. 
In cases of relaxation, as just mentioned, only the lower portion of 
the mass supporting the uterus is affected, the upper part preserving 
its function, and the treatment being only plastic surgical procedures. 
Again, Fothergill regards retroversion or retroflexion of the uterus as 
being due to the same character of elongation and resulting relaxation 
occurring in the upper part of the pelvic viscera. ."When surgical treat¬ 
ment is needed he recommends Alexander’s operation when the uterus 
is movable, and if adhesions or diseased appendages exist, laparotomy, 
with appropriate treatment of these complications, and Webster’s round 
ligament operation. Apparently no instance of unusual elongation of 
the uterus with recurrence of prolapse has been noted by him, although 
others occasionally find them. 
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The von Pirquet Cutaneous Tuberculin Inoculation.— Konig (Archiv 
/. Dcrmat. u. Syphilis, 1908, lxxxix, Heft 3), who inoculated 20 patients 
with lupus with the old tuberculin according to the method of von 
Pirquet, obtained reactions varying from the mildest eiythema with a 
scarcely demonstrable infiltration to deep subcutaneous, extremely painful 
nodules with lymphangitis. All these disappeared, some quickly, some 
slowly, with scaling and pigmentation. In one case, in which, in addi¬ 
tion to an extensive lupus, there were clear signs of pulmonary disease, a 
general reaction occurred accompanied by severe headche, vomiting, 
and chills. In 2 cases a conjunctivitis followed the inoculations. The 
strength of the reaction in the sound skin appeared to depend very much 
upon the severity of the lupus, those with extensive disease showing a 
much stronger reaction than those in whom a small urea was affected. 
Konig believes, from his clinical experience with these inoculations, 
and from histological study of the lesions resulting from them, that they 
may be employed, not only for diagnostic purposes, but therapeutically. 
As to whether the lesions produced by these inoculations are actually 
tuberculous he does not venture to give a positive opinion, but he inclines 
to the view that they are non-tuberculous. 


Kraurosis Valve.— Thihierge (Ann. de dermal, et de syphil., 1908, 
No. 1), in a recent clinical study of this interesting and but little under¬ 
stood affection of the female genitalia, finds nothing to support the belief 
that it may follow leukoplakia of the vulva. The distressing itching 
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which sometimes accompanies the affection he regards as a mere co¬ 
incidental symptom and not as a necessary part of it He is inclined 
to believe that the disease is present to a greater' or less degree in all 
elderly or old women, and is not dependent upon local causes, such as 
blcnorrhoea, sexual excess, or syphilis. He concludes his study as 
follows: Kraurosis vulva, characterized at its acme by a greater or 
less constriction of the vulvar orifice, by atrophy and a peculiar smooth¬ 
ness of the integuments of the vulva with loss of their elasticity, is pre¬ 
ceded by a longer or shorter period during which smoothness and atrophy 
of the vulvar mucous membrane exist without appreciable contraction 
of the vaginal orifice. It is the result of the involution of the tissues 
about the orifice of the vulva, and is connected with the suppression of 
the function of the ovaries. 


Dermolysis. C. J. White (Jour. Cut. Die., July, 1908), under the 
above title, reports a case of a hitherto undescribed affection of the skin. 
The disease, which occurred in a Russian, aged twenty-five years, was 
characterized by an eruption of cherry-colored papules about the size 
of a pea limited to the elbows and suprapatellar regions of the thighs. 
The lesions after a time flattened out or were depressed in the centre, 
became softer than the new ones, and changed to a muddy-white color! 
Histologically there were noted “conspicuous epidermal changes; 
endarteritis; perivascular, perifollicular, and periglandular lymphocytic 
infiltration; basophilic collagen; collastin, general diminution of collagen 
and clastin; and, lastly, gradual disappearance of all these structures 
focally.’ White has been unable to find any similar condition reported 
in literature. 


Further Experience with the White and Blue Bight of the Quartz Lamp._ 

Kromayer (Jour. Cut. Dio., June, 1908) finds that the undesirably 
strong superficial action of the quartz lamp may be obviated by the 
addition of a solution of methylene blue to the water-bath of the lamp. 
He believes that the light from this lamp is more penetrating than that 
from the Finsen apparatus, although he admits that other experimenters 
have not confirmed this. This light has been successfully employed in 
the treatment of lupus vulgaris, lupus erythematosus, chancroid, tel¬ 
angiectasis, nmvus vascularis, acne rosacea, acne vulgaris, furunculosis, 
folliculitis barbie, folliculitis decalvans, eczema, psoriasis, alopecia 
areata, and ulcus cruris. In lupus vulgaris, vascular nevus, and 
alopecia this treatment succeeds better than any other yet employed. 

Schmidt (Demat. Zeit., Arpil, 1908), who has treated 20 cases of, 
lupus vulgaris with the Kromayer quartz lamp, does not regard it as an 
efficient substitute for the Finsen apparatus. While absorption of a 
great part of the lupus tissue may be produced by the light, it soon loses 
its efficiency, leaving lupus nodules still present. He does not find that 
the use of methylene blue solution prevents the undesirable superficial 
necrosis which frequently follows the use of the lamp. 


A Vacdnifoim Drug Eruption.—' Vorner (Dermal. Zeit., 1908, xv. 
Heft 6) reports a case of vaccine-like eruption following the use of nnti- 
pyrine and salicylic acid. The patient was a man, aged sixty-threeyears, 
who suffered from a right-sided thoracic zoster, for which he was given 
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0.5 gram each of antipyrine and salicylic acid three times a day. 
After taking the fourth powder the patient experienced marked itching, 
which lasted but a short time, and was followed by a more or less general 
eruption of discrete vesicles the size of a hemp seed to a lentil, many of 
which showed a central umbilication; there was no fever nor were 
there any subjective symptoms. 


A New Method of Treating Lupus Erythematosus.— Hartigan (Brit. 
Jour. Dermat., March, 1908), at a meeting of the Dermatological 
Section of the Royal Society of Medicine, exhibited 5 cases of erythema¬ 
tous lupus which he had treated by applications of a 2 per cent, solution 
of zinc or copper sulphate. The cases were of the circumscribed variety, 
presenting tiie sebaceous and telangiectatic type, and had lasted from 
fifteen months to twelve years. In one of the cases the eruption had 
entirely disappeared, while in the remaining 4 but few traces of the 
disease were left. Prompter and more satisfactory results had been 
obtained by this treatment than by any other. 

Albuminuria in Scabies.— Nicholas and Jambon (Ann. de dermat et 
dc syphil., 1908, No. 2), in a series of 100 cases of patients with scabies, 
found albuminuria sixteen times. From their study of the literature and 
from their own observations they conclude that scabies is frequently 
accompanied by albuminuria, which in its appearance, duration, and 
disappearance is essentially dependent upon the cutaneous lesions which 
have given rise to it. Besides the physiological and medicamentous albu¬ 
minurias, and the albuminuria due to previous Bright’s disease, which 
one may meet in scabies, there is undoubtedly a true albuminuria arising 
from the evolution of the acarus in the skin. This scabious albuminuria 
may present itself under two clinical types: (1) Simple, scabious 
albuminuria, so called without any subjective or objective symptoms, 
a chance clinical finding, disappearing rapidly after treatment of the 
scabies, due perhaps to a slight nephritis; (2) true scabious nephritis, 
with a more or Jess complete train of the classical symptoms of acute, 
subacute or chronic nepnritis, disappearing with tne scabies, or per¬ 
sisting after the cure of the dermatosis. The albuminuria of scabies 
does not seem to be due to any single cause nor to arise from the single 
lesion. Sometimes it is a true toxic nephritis, more or less marked and 
profound; sometimes it arises from the cutaneous irritation alone, being 
due to reflex modification of the renal circulation or of the functions of 
the renal epithelium. . 


Radiotherapy in the Treatment of Acne Keloid.—K ienbock (Archiv 
/. Dermat u. Syphilis, 1908, xc. Heft 3) reports 4 cases of that very 
disfiguring and obstinate affection, acne keloid (dermatitis papillaris 
capiUitu of Kaposi) successfully treated by means of the ar-rays. Kien¬ 
bock finds that radiotherapy produces prompt healing even in cases 
which have lasted many years; in some instances a single sitting may be 
sufficient to bring about the disappearance of the disease. He advises 
the use of moderate or large doses. 



